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An outdoor living space draws the homeowners and their guests 

outside to enjoy this shaded retreat in their private backyard resort.  

Amenities include:  Granite counter tops, grill, sink, refrigerator 

with separate wine cooler, satellite TV, adjustable lighting, and 

lots of storage.  Huge Texas Sabal Palm trees cause the jaw to 

drop in awe when stepping into their presence. 

Ã  Mulch landscape beds to 3ò   

Ã   Plant and fertilize fall perennials 

Ã   Plan landscape projects 

Ã   Plant trees, shrubs and groundcovers 

Ã   Plant fall garden 

Ã   Fertilize lawn 

PLANT TRIVIA   Where are impatiens native to? 
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Answer to trivia:  Africa, Asia and North America 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Angelonia Å Bachelor Buttons Å Candle Tree Å Cannas  

Mandevilla Å Muhly Grass Å Spider Lily  

SPIDER LILY  

ñHymenocallis liriosme ò,  native to 

the U.S. and Mexico, was first recog-

nized as a genus in 1812.  The herba-

ceous perennial is not really a lily, but 
closely related to the Amaryllis fam-

ily.  An extremely versatile bulb plant, 

the spider lily will grow well in many 

settings as long as it receives enough 

water.  The beautiful, aromatic 

blooms grow from a stalk that is taller 

than the foliage.  The foliage remains 

green after blooming ceases. 

FEATURED PLANT  

      As we move into September with, hopefully, ñnormalò temperatures, our 

Texas landscape palette should once again offer brighter colors and revitalized 

textures.  This month we discuss creating shade.  Creating shade can be a 

sound, long-term investment.  The blockage of direct rays from the sun causes 

that which is shaded to be at a cooler temperature than that which is absorbing 
the direct assault.  Whether pool decking, outdoor living spaces, driveway or 

home is the issue, shade can be created.  

      In addition to commercially made awnings, canopies, umbrellas, etc., there 

are pergolas, gazebos, and more that can be custom designed.  Visit our web-

site (www.highlandlandscapingLLC.com) to read our March, 2010 newsletter 

on our design software that allows our landscape designers to create custom-

ized shade structures. 

      The creation of ñlivingò shade is equally exciting.  The obvious source is 

from trees.  Deciding how large, where and what type of trees often requires 

assistance from your landscape professional.  Generally, trees with a single 

trunk and wide crown will offer the most shade.  North, South, East, or West 

side of the area to be shaded also determines how effective the tree will be.   
Next, the size at maturity is a factor in both placement and tree selection.  If 

one is looking to shade a two-plus story home, the choice might involve taller 

trees.  Those same trees might be a bit much for a one-story ranch.  To view 

choices for North Texas, visit the Texas Tree Planting Guide through the Texas 

Forest Service (Texas A&M) online.  It has information specific to county, 

size, soil, etc, or call us to meet with a landscape professional to discuss your 

specific needs.  Another ñcoolingò thought:  Plant a tree or shrub to shade out-

door air conditioning units.  Allow three feet of clearance on all sides. 

      Highland Landscaping is offering, as a special to our readers, a soft laven-

der Muskogee crape myrtle.  The 30 gallon tree, installed for $225, is a 20% 

savings off the regular price of $281.05. 


