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     Whatever direction one looks outside, a tree is surely in sight.  Trees are 

everywhere, yet we often donôt really ñseeò them.  They are the largest ele-

ment in a landscape and often set the tone for its surroundings.  We appreci-

ate the shade they provide during the summer, and marvel at how many 

leaves must be raked in the winter.  Though we tend to think of vibrant fall 

color in other parts of the country, there are many trees that present a vibrant 

palette here in Texas.  Red oaks,  maples and sweetgums are a few examples 

of trees that offer beautiful color most every year.  For other trees, there is a 
specific sequence of cool temperatures, shorter days, rain and sun that give 

leaves color before dropping.  Given the right conditions, we can enjoy 

shades of yellow, orange, red and everything in-between.  

     Trees producing the brightest yellows are:  River birch, black locust, 

ginkgo, boxelder maple, elms, shantung maple, pecan, and crape myrtle.  

     The most brilliant oranges can be seen on these trees:  Chinese pistache, 

bald cypress, ash, caddo maple, autumn blaze maple, October glory maple 

and Mexican plum.   

     Leaves tend to turn red on:  Red oaks, Bradford pears, Japanese maples, 

sweetgums, rusty blackhaw vibernums, dogwoods and Texas redbuds. 

     Tree color is at its peak in November and can last into December here in 
Texas, and the good news. . . We donôt usually have to bundle up in heavy 

winter wear to enjoy it! 

Water flows gently over three large boulders and quietly 
recirculates.  All boulders and rocks were hand selected 
by the owner for the desired effect.  Lily pads add a 
beautiful element that provides cover for fish and turtles. 

A natural pond is created in the middle of a large circu-
lar driveway.  Completely organic landscape design 
presents a nice combination of evergreens, perennials 
and seasonal color year  around. 

BALD CYPRESS 

ñTaxodium distichumò is a deciduous conifer 

that is often found in wet, swampy areas even 

though it will thrive in  virtually any soil.  

The earliest scientific reference to this stately 
pyramid-shaped  tree is 1640; and, it was 

referred to in Longfellowôs 1847 poem, 

ñEvangelineò.  Spring thru summer the short, 

dark green needle-like leaves present a light 

feathery  texture.  In the fall, the evergreen 

looking foliage turns orange and then brown 

before falling for the winter.  These hardy 

specimens can grow 50-100 feet and thrive 

for 600 years.  Bald cypress wood, known as 

eternal wood, is extremely  valuable because 

of its resistance to decay.  An interesting fact:   

The ñcypress kneesò that rise in wet areas 
and surround the trunk are thought to provide 

oxygen and stability. 

Ã  Mulch landscape beds    

Ã   Plant winter color 

Ã   Plan landscape projects 

Ã   Plant trees, shrubs and groundcovers 

Ã   Plant spring bulbs 

Ã   Trim trees 

Ã   Overseed lawn with winter rye 

Ã   Apply pre-emergent for spring weeds 

PLANT TRIVIA   Where is the Chrysanthemum native to? 
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FEATURED PLANT  

ñTO DOò LIST FOR OCTOBER 

FEATURED PROJECT  

 Answer to trivia question:  China and Japan 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Autumn sage  Å  Dianthus  Å  Snapdragons  Å  Primrose  Å Cyclamen 

Anemones  Å  Chrysanthmums   Å  Alyssum  Å  Elaeagnus 

As a special offer to our readers this month, Highland Landscaping is offer-

ing a 30 gallon Bald Cypress installed for $255 (regularly $319.88). 


