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Only a month into spring and our North Texas landscape is vibrant and fnor 2
beautiful every day. With economy concerns and watering restrictions rig “
around the corner, we are often being asked about rain water harvesting. arfis o 1
systems and designs are available, and our irrigators can answer specific que 1y =
tions and make recommendations. The process involves collecting rain water 3
This is usually done by feeding water from gutters through downspouts to g tai
on the ground or underground, that will hold the water until it is needed.
One can calculate the amount of water retrievable from a specific roof sjge,
figure approximate water needs on the AgriLIFE Extension Texas A&M Sygten i r Y : % e
website. A rough estimate is that',i‘_j« N et 2,
would yield 1,250 gallons of water. Rain water is not safe for drinking with ut _ 2 S Te
purification, but can be used for many household needs and is actually moje
beneficial to landscape plants than our city drinking water. Rain water is frg
salts and other harmful chemicals that actually stress the roots of plants arjd
make them less drought tolerant.
Rain water harvesting, done properly, reduces water bills and provides gn
independent water supply during periods of drought.

PLANT TRIVIA The edible daylily flower has what flavor?

MAY SPECIALS FOR OUR READERS

Seasoned Firewood (hard and soft wood mix), delivered and stacked:
Full cord (fullsize pickup bed filled level with rails twice) $250
Half cord (full-size pickup bed filled level with rails) $155
Quarter cord (fullsize pickup bed filled halfway to rails)  $100
Chiminea wood (small pieces), delivered and stacked:
3 cu ft. bundle/ $15 9 cu ft/$40 1 cu yd/$110

WHATG6S I N BLOOM

Butterfly Bush A Clematis A Daylily A Defpert Museum A Honelysuckle Hy
Magnolias A Oleander A Purple LoosestlThl%IamdS@peremvatlonmcuwrtmeadtiltl A

of some perennial color. Some designated &&-
eas were added for changing annuals to disply
FEATURED PLANT seasonal color. Miniature Boxwood hedggs

=3 @ bring a manicured component to the landscagle
" 1 1‘?‘ | FIG IVY that contrasts with the frerm perennials.
R N AFi cus pumila(‘), al s.o k nown a3 g creenina g
or c_:l|mb|ng fig, is_awood)_/ evergreenvinegl R T O DOO LI ST R
native to East Asia. The tiny leaves and ) ) )
stems make it an attractive decorative plaft’> Install summer color including tropicals
® in our Texas landscapes. Fig ivy is highly Plant summer perennials

. tolerant and adapts well to most uses in Run through sprinkler system

{ Texasltsrapid climbing ability expands its Feed lawn

~ attractiveness when hiding unsightly struc Apply post emergent for weeds

tures within a landscape and softening ha
scapes. In many cultures the edible fruit i
staple in traditional cuisines.

Mulch landscape beds
Plant trees and shrubs
Plant warm season grasses
Prune spring flowering shrubs and vinegd

Trivia answer: Nutty and slightly sweet




