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           The colors and textures of our North Texas landscape are stunning this 
time of year.  Our unusual winter took its toll in some respects, but seemed to 

rejuvenate in others.  We address the issue of aphids this month because the 

problem seems to loom larger and earlier than in previous years.  Aphids are 

tiny plant-eating insects, also known as plant lice and green flies.  Left un-

treated, aphids can kill or severely damage plants.  

            Conventional chemical treatments can be purchased, but can also 

eliminate beneficials and harm the plant.  Natural organic treatments are quite 

simple and time efficient.  These include: 

                   1.)  Blast with water; 

                   2.)  Spray with solution of 2 tsp. mild dish soap in a large 

                         spray bottle filled with water; 

                   3.)  Spray with solution of 3 parts water, 1 part vegetable oil 
                         and 2 drops dish soap; 

                   4.)  Release ladybugs (available at select garden centers); 

                   5.)  Neem oil, which repels aphids but can harm beneficials; 

                   6.)  Plant onions or garlic nearby (Yes, the odor repels aphids, 

                          too!). 

Combining any two will increase effectiveness. 

              We are often asked about organic  home pest control.  We highly rec-

ommend Rid All Pest Control (817-266-4776).  Specialists in organics, they 

are highly qualified to safely treat the full spectrum. 

A boulder is enhanced with lichen, moss, and a cactus.  
The rough texture of the boulder is a sharp contrast to 
the slow, smooth, curvy lines of the stone edging. 

A recirculating water vessel creates a focal point along-
side colorful pots and seasonal color.  It adds the peaceful  
sound of moving water to the outdoor patio area. 

Ã   Mulch landscape beds    

Ã   Install summer color 

Ã   Plant summer perennials 

Ã   Plant trees and  shrubs  

Ã   Feed lawn 

Ã   Apply post-emergent for  weeds 

Ã   Run through sprinkler system 

Ã    Plant warm season grasses 

Ã    Prune spring flowering shrubs and  

        vines 
PLANT TRIVIA   What parts of Turkôs Cap are edible? 
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    Answer to trivia question:  The flowers and fruit 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Butterfly Bush Å Clematis Å Daylily Å Desert Museum Å Honeysuckle 

Hydrangea Å Lantana Å Oleander Å   Spirea  Å  Verbena  Å  Yuccas 

Highland Landscaping was featured in the landscaping and water fea-

ture sections of the February,  2010  issue of  the Dallas/Fort Worth 

ñHouse & Homeò magazine.   

HYDRANGEA  

ñHydrangeaceaeò, also called ñhortensiaò, 

is native to China, Korea, Japan, North and 

South America.  Discovered formally in 

Japan about 1753, the hydrangea is a de-
ciduous plant that flowers from early 

spring to late autumn in North Texas.  The 

blossoms can be white, blue, red, pink, 

light or dark purple.  The color can be af-

fected by the pH of the soil.  This unique 

characteristic makes it possible to augment 

the color of some hydrangeas.  Endless 

Summer and Nikko Blue hydrangeas are 

two common varieties in our area that can 

be a rich blue as a result of acid amend-

ments. 
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