
  JUNE, 2010 
     As the hot, dry temperatures of summer approach, problem lawn areas 

become glaringly obvious.  Often these areas are under trees where the 

grass simply does not get enough sun.  Possibilities for these areas are lim-

ited only by one’s imagination.  They can be transformed into a lovely, 

peaceful focal point for the yard. 

     Landscape beds can be created for shade loving shrubs, perennials, an-

nuals, ornamental trees, or evergreen groundcovers.  A defined bed neatly 

prevents grass from invading the bed and contains creeping plants.  Shade-
loving perennials include Purple Heart, Daylily, Elephant Ears, Sea Oats, 

Hostas and Irish moss.  Impatiens, Caladiums and other shade-loving annu-

als can be found  in abundance at local garden centers.  Evergreen ground-

covers would include  Creeping Jenny, English Ivy, Asian Jasmine and 

dwarf Mondo grass.  These plants should thrive in well prepared soil; but 

also consider container plantings.  A bed of mulch or stone might be an 

attractive staging area for container plants.  Several dramatic pots strategi-

cally placed,  might be all that is needed.   This type of bed might also be 

the perfect setting for a sitting area or water feature.  A bubbling vessel, 

fountain or pond creates  the soothing sound and scene that only water can.  

     A shady area might be the perfect location for a stone walkway, dry 
river bed or rock garden.  Several large rocks or boulders can be very effec-

tive.  Once installed, these hardscape options require virtually no upkeep. 

     Highland Landscaping is offering, as a special to our readers,  Mande-

villa plants, installed for $15 for a 1 gallon and $30 for a 3 gallon.  The 

regular prices are $18.71 and $37.35, respectively. 

            

Pool and spa are brought closer by the continuity of 
seasonal container plantings.  Container planting al-
lows for a fresh customized color scheme each season. 

Evergreen landscape beds soften pool and stone hard-
scape  year around.  Bowl planters of seasonal color 
add an element of color, texture and beauty. 

MANDEVILLA 

ñApocynaceae”, also called Dipladenia, is a 
tropical flowering plant grown as an annual 
in North Texas.  Though no longer found 
there, the Mandevilla was originally from 
the hills above Rio de Janeiro.  It was 
named after Henry Mandeville (1773-1861), 

a British diplomat and avid gardener.  The 
large, glossy green leaves and trumpet-
shaped blooms add a stunning, tropical 
touch to any setting.   Often grown as a 
container plant, the vines can be trained to 
climb a trellis or pole easily.  Flowers may 
be pink, red, purple or white.  The Mande-
villa will flower all summer, May-October, 

and can climb to 15 feet in one season. 

Ã  Mulch landscape beds    

Ã   Plant heat-loving annuals and  

        perennials  

Ã   Increase irrigation settings 

Ã   Plant trees and  shrubs  

Ã   Run through irrigation system 

Ã   Plant tropical plants 

Ã   Plan landscape projects 

PLANT TRIVIA   Where are periwinkles native to? 
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 Answer to trivia question:  Madagascar 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Evening Primrose  •  Hardy Hibiscus  •  Lythrum  •  Magnolias  

Oleander  •  Oxalis  •  Salvia  •  Shrimp Plant  • Trumpet Vine 


