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           With the early onset of Texas summer heat, the water needs of every 
thing living are increased.  We have included some very basic suggestions (see 

box below) for conserving water. 

            Continuing our series of landscape ideas . . .Cactus.   Once planted 

correctly, cactus are maintenance free and require very little water.  Cactus  

offer another dimension in landscape design. Some ideas for introducing cacti 

to existing landscapes might include:  Container planting,  tiny plants tucked 

into cracks or pits of boulders, stumps or walkways; or, as a natural addition to 

a dry river bed. 

            To create a bona fide cactus bed requires a location with good drainage 

and sunlight.  The bed should be prepped with commercial cactus soil or a 

combination of potting soil  halved with crushed limestone, greensand, lava 

sand, lava rock and expanded shale.  The cactus bed should face south, opti-
mally, and be raised or slightly sloped in areas with questionable drainage.  

There are too many varieties of cacti to list.  Researching those known to 

thrive in our area is a simple task online.  There are numerous sites for North 

Texas.  The North Texas Cactus and Succulent Society is a good place to start. 

Once planted, the cacti will appreciate a layer of white gravel or stone mulch 

that reflects heat and light.  

            Highland Landscaping is offering, as a special to our readers, a 5 gal-

lon Fig tree, installed,  for $31.  The regular price is $42.05. 

 

 

 

 

Cozy sitting 

area is flanked 

by lush greenery 

and colorful 

i m p a t i e n s .  

Dwarf grasses 

soften the stone 

patio. 

Stunning array of color and texture created by a combination 

of trees, annuals and perennials.  This beautiful palette sof-

tens the hardscape walk by drawing the eye. 

Ã   Mulch landscape beds    

Ã   Plant tropicals 

Ã   Plan landscape projects 

Ã   Fertilize roses organically 

Ã   Feed lawn organically 

Ã   Fertilize beds organically 

Ã   Watch for web worms in trees 

Ã   Set sprinklers for hot weather PLANT TRIVIA   What parts of the yarrow plant are used medicinally? 
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 Answer to trivia question:  All  parts above ground 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Hosta Å Desert Willow Å Lily Pad Å Hardy Hibiscus Å Althea 

Mimosa Tree Å Crape Myrtle Å Oleander Å Abelia Å Passion Vine Å Vitex  WATER CONSERVATION TIPS  

Check city website for any restrictions 

Run through irrigation system, checking for leaks 

and broken heads 

Check for overspray onto hardscapes 
Reduce irrigation on drought tolerant plants 

Make sure Rain-Freeze Sensor is working 

Hand water special plants rather than running the 

entire system 

Help educate neighbors                                            

FIG TREE  

ñFicus caricaò is a deciduous shrub or tree 

originally found in Southwest Asia and the 

Mediterranean region.  Dating back to 

9400 BC, the fig tree is the earliest plant 
cultivated by humans for food. The fruit is 

actually composed of the flower and seeds, 

which grow together to form a single 

mass.  Widely grown as an important food 

crop for thousands of years, the fruit is a 

nutritional powerhouse. 

The fig tree, fig and fig leaves hold centu-

ries of significance in many religious and 

cultural traditions.  Though the wood is 

soft ( which limits its use), it was used to 

make mummy caskets in Ancient Egypt. 
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