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           In addition to the oft oppressive temperatures of August in North 
Texas, comes ever more staggering utility bills.  Since we cannot expect these 

costs to decrease anytime soon, many people are exploring options.   We have 

received questions about water wells,  mainly for irrigation purposes.  Should 

this be an option of interest, we encourage one to check the website, 

www.wellowner2.org, for a comprehensive education on well digging.  

          We also encourage homeowners to check individual city, county and 

state ordinances.  The information for Texas can be found by utilizing an 

online search engine for the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.  

There, one will find basic standards and requirements with regard to the 

driller, materials used, capping, applications, etc.  The next search online 

should be the county of residence.  Some neighboring counties are beginning 

to meter wells.  Tarrant county passed new ordinances in March, 2010; ò.  
There are new registration procedures and fees in place beginning October 1, 

2010. 

           Individual city ordinances are the next important read.  Permit require-

ments and fees differ by city.  One should expect to provide a property plat to 

scale that shows the proposed well site and its proximity to property lines, 

septic systems, water lines, swimming pools, etc.  A registered, licensed 

driller will be knowledgeable on requirements and file many of the applica-

tions for the homeowner.  A water well for irrigation purposes, per current 

codes, will pay for itself and save the homeowner money within a few years. 

          Highland Landscaping is offering, as a special to our readers, a 3-gallon 

elephant ear plant, installed,  for $16 (regularly $25.38). 

The variety of colors and textures creates a  peaceful, calm 

walk to the front door:  an impressive display  that feels 

welcoming. 

Sculpted landscape beds give the lawn a well-manicured  

polish.  The colorful palette of perennials and evergreens 

softens the hardscapes and creates beautiful curvature. 

Ã   Mulch landscape beds to 3ò   

Ã   Inspect for aphids, bag worms, tent     

       caterpillars and web worms 

Ã   Plan landscape projects 

Ã   Feed lawn organically 

Ã   Fertilize beds organically 

Ã   Set sprinklers for hot weather 

   
PLANT TRIVIA   What should be planted in gardens now? 
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 Answer to trivia question:  Warm weather fall vegetables 

WHATôS IN BLOOM   
Bougainvillea Å Esperanza Å Scaevola Å Plumbago Å Purple Heart Å Purslane 

Rock rose Å Rudbeckia Å Ruellia Å Monarda Å Turkôs cap Å Veronica  Å Ixora 

WATER CONSERVATION TIPS 

Check city website for any restrictions 

Run through irrigation system, checking for leaks 

and broken heads 

Check for overspray onto hard surfaces 
Reduce irrigation on drought tolerant plants 

Make sure Rain-Freeze Sensor is working 

Hand water special plants rather than running the 

entire system 

Apply mulch to 3ò     

Help educate neighbors 

ELEPHANT EARS 

ñColocasia esculentaò, also called ñtaroò 

or ñcoco yamò, is native to tropical Poly-

nesia and southeastern Asia.  The herba-

ceous perennial, a member of the Cala-
dium family, is considered invasive in 

Florida.  The large, heart-shaped leaves (2-

3 feet long in Texas) can be pale green to 

greenish-black, and are the second-largest 

undivided leaf in the world.  An ornamen-

tal plant, elephant ears are cultivated for 

their edible ñcormsò (the sprout that devel-

ops into the above-ground stem). 
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